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additional requirements if they want to go through th e exp ense
and trouble of doing it. Back when this was enacted, there were
certainly counties who had zoning powers then. Lancaster and
Douglas f o r su r e , an d mo s t o f t he e a s t e r n co u n t i e s . The l a w
wasn' t en a c t e d b e ca u s e t he r e we r e n ' t a ny co u n t i e s wi t h z on i ng .
The law was enacted because there is a general statewide purpose
t o ou r t ou r i sm i n d u s t r y , t o t he g e n e r a l ae s t h e t i c s o f t h e st a t e ,
t o ma i n t a i n i n g t h e i ma g e o f t h e s t a t e , a nd i n pa r t i c u l a r wi t h
r egard t o t he b y ways s y s t em, o f d e v e l o p i n g i n t he s t a t e a sys t e m
of roads that we could advertise to people, these are beautiful
places to go in Nebraska. T hese are our scenic byways. And
some of these are long stretches that go t hrough several
count i e s , i n t h e Sa nd hi l l s , fo r ex amp l e . An d i f j u s t o ne co u n t y
l et s t h e j u n ky a r d s i t u a t i o n go t o h e ck , we l l , t h en y ou ' v e r u i ne d
the scenic byway. The s tatutes describe s cenic b y ways I t
says, the Dep artment o f Roads may designate portions of state
highway system as a s cenic b yway whe n the h ig hway co rridor
possesses unusual, exceptional, or distinctive scenic, historic,
recreation, cultural, or archaeological features. And they' ve
d one t h a t i n a nu m b e r o f ca s e s . An y p o r t i o n o f a h i g h wa y
designated as a scenic highway, which was in. . .which is within a
munic i p a l i t y , s ha l l n o t b e d e s i g na t e d a s pa r t o f t h e sc e n i c
b yway . So we d o n ' t t r y t o i n t r u d e i n u r ba n s i t u a t i o n s , ex c ep t
in very limited situations. And it also, under another statute,
p rot i b i t s t h e e r e c t i o n o f s i g n s a l o n g sc e n i c h i g h w a y s , ex c e p t
under certain conditions. So we' ve taken, over th e yea rs, a
n umber o f p r e c au t i on s , i d e n t i f y i n g sce n i c h i g h way s , p u t t i ng
special appropriations in the scenic highways, limiting signs on
scenic highways, and seeing that junkyards along scenic highways
are at least screened. I mean, this is not a prohibition on all
junkyards. I t's seeing that they' re properly beautified, so
that they' re not an eyesore al ong a scenic byway or along a
h ighway system. Senator Baker indicates that the Department o f
Roads doesn't want it anymore because they' re not recp ired to do
it. Well, they' re not re quired to do it by th e federal
government, maybe. But they' re sure required to do it by t his
Legislature. A nd if they aren't doing it, I for one will start
f i n d i n g o ut w hy t h e y a r e n ' t d o i n g i t . Bu t I d o n ' t u nd e r s t a n d ,
g enera l l y , t h a t t h ey ' r e n o t d o i n g i t . I t h i n k t h e y a r e d o i ng
i t . Bu t t h e a n sw e r t o t ha t i s t o e n f o r c e t h e l a w, n o t t o l e t
the situation e scape th e att ention of som e sort of ~nified
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